EARTH-MOTHER
served till the next seed-time, in the belief that it is an incarnation of the spirit of the corn or other cereal, the virtues of which, passing into the newly-planted seed, protect it from evil agencies and secure the harvest. Hence, a group of ceremonies accompanying the sowing.40 Among the ancient Peruvians the saramama, or maize-mother, was worshipped under the form of a puppet made of the finest new maize stalks that could be found, and renewed at each successive harvest, in order that the maize seed might preserve its vitality.41 In Malaya the rice-soul is taken from the last heap, and, with elaborate ritual performed by the Pawang, is made up into the shape of a baby, to be rigidly guarded till the next sowing season, when the rice grains are mixed with those sacred for seed, so that the quickening spirit may fertilize them. Thus do the Old and the New World meet.
But as further showing identity of act and motive between peoples who can have had no exchange of ideas, and as further proving the like attitude of mind before like phenomena, the
40  An   exhaustive account of this custom and its significance is given in Erazer's Golden Bough.
41   Payne, vol. i., p. 415.